inners of the downturn

THIEN HUYNH

IN THE GTY

Tac Tran IS looking [orward (0
seeing the exclusive premiere of
the Disney movie Hace (o0 Witch
Moumiain. A lew weeKs ago he was
one of the first (un)lucky movie
goers te see Puud Blari: Mall Cop.

Tran, a maintenance worker,
hasn't paltd (o see a movle for over
rwo years thanks to all

the radio station coniesis  *| think I've won

worth of frecbies se (ar, Bur | don't
keep track. It's a superstitious
thing.”

With the economy in a down-
1, a frecbie can make a differ-
ence in a family’s budget, Carolyn
Wilman, a.k.a. the Contest Quoecn
(Www.contestqueen.com), has
made a career # helping peesple
win prizes

~You can win pirizes to enhance
yowr current litestyle: Gin cards,
gift baskets, DVDs, mevie passes,
ete. Or, you can win prizes that
may not be in your bidger: New ap-
pliances, furmnitwee, a car,” says the
Oshawa-based Wiiman.

“You can even win

I\ET:\‘E‘;:::I\] ‘he hasa't had to m—'er $5;l!0f] wnrt h Rgﬁ;‘:?ﬁﬂg :lt:!l);l
pay for any concert tick. Of Weebles sofar  toknpland and we had
#65 or sporthng events e).  But] don't keep a grq_znt_)t‘east on the
ther. track, It's a siiper- ;-’"Eé\' !1 ,-{ﬂb:; Sgﬂi My

Shgning up and win- gitigys thing.” “ﬁs “l‘ ey h‘“’"
ning various contesishas  — when he got (0 be a
garnered Tran tickels to 7 Tair Jutlge in the Miss Ha-

the Auto Show. seven

coicerts at the Alr Canada Cetitre,
aniel piatinum seaisan a Leals game
tmiaybe he isn't so lucky afterall).

All these fréebies can go a long

ay in saving ehiertainnment dol-
lai's dii‘'liig a recesslon.

“1 win sa often because not
enough i
riedl abaiit extra competition. There
are hundreds of prizes to go
arotine,” says Tran, who enters at
Teast 1,000 contests a vear,

“1 think I've wWen over 53,000

waiian Tropics Bikini
Coniest.”

For those of us who at'e frustrat
ed with losing (I still anxtously
check the mailbox every week in
hopes of getting my prize rem Abu
Yakubu Yana of rthe Andani Royal
Family), the Contest Queen offers
IWo easy wavs (o tncrease the
chances of winniag

Tip 1: Always read the rules. A
lot of peaple inadveriently disglial-
ity theinseives.

Tip 2; Enter, enter. enter, The

24HOURS HEWS SERWCES

PRIZED: Carulyn Wiiman, the Contest Queen, helds court on the sei of Hary Potter.

mol'e you enter, the better your
oddls — especially online.

1 submit 100-300 entries per day
to win 5-16 prizes every month,”
says WiHiman, *You can’t win if you
don’tenter!”

All these prizes are nlce, but |

prefer to try my luck with two

Qulck Picks and an Encore — at

least el my Afviean rince comes.
through.
- et runs Thursdays in 24 howrs,
E-may him at thienh1 1 2@yahoo.com



