
Winners of the downturn 

THIEN HUYNH 
INTMEC!lY 

Tac Tran ls looking fonvard to 
eelng 1he exclusive preml re of 

1he Disney movie Race to Witch 

Mowua In. A few weeks ago he was 
one of the fir l (lm)lucky movie 
goers 10 see Paul Btart: Mall Cop. 

worth oftreeblesso far. But I don·t 
keep track. It's a supers11tlous 
tl1lng." 

With the economy ln a down. 
mm. a trecble can make a dlffer­
ence In a lamlly's budget. Carolyn 
Wllnrnn, a.k.a. the Conte I Queen 
(www.contest11ueen.com), has 
made a career or helping 11eople 
Wln 11rl1.es. 

.. You can win prizes tO nhnnce 
your current llres1yle: GI.fl cards. 
gin baskets, DVDs. movle pass,,s. 
etc. Ot-. )'OU can win prizes 1ha1 
may nm be In your budg ,: New a11-
pllances. l\lmltw..,, a car:· says the 

Oshawn-based WI.Iman. 

Tran. a malmenance worker. 
hasn't paid to see a mo,•le for over 
cwo years thanks co all 

"I think I've won 
over $5,000 worth 
of freebies so far. 
But I don't keep 
track. It's a super­
stitious thing." 

1 M nullo smtlon comesrs 
he's won. 

ln fact. he hnsn'1 had to 
pay for any COl10011 llCk• 
1 or po11lng vents cl­

ther. 
Signing up and win• 

nlng various contests has 

··vou can even win 
plizt>Smoneycan'tbuy. 
My best wln was a trlp 
to England and we had 
a grca t feast on I he 
f/arry Porrer set. My 
husband's best wln was 
when he got to be a 
Judge In tl1e Miss Ha-garnered 'Ji•an 1lckets 10 Tac TIBll 

the Auto Show. seven 
conce11s at tlie Air Canada Centre. 
anti platlnwn sreism a T..eafsgrunc 
(maybe he lsn't so lucky ,illerall). 

All these freebies can go a long 
way ln saving emertabunem dol­
la1-s durlnl! a rccesslon. 

.. l win so oflen because 1101 
enough people apply. rm not wor­
n I about extra competltlon. There 
are hundreds or prizes to go 
aro,md:· says T11m. who enters a1 
least 1.ooocomestsayear. 

.. I 1hlnk rve won over $5.000 

waiian Tropics Blkinl 
Contest" 

For I hose orus who are 0-ustrm­
ed with losing (I still anxlously 
check 1he mallbox very week In 
hopes of gettlng my prize from Abu 
Yakubu Yanaof1heAntlanl Royal 
Family), the Contest Queen 01Te1-s 
1wo ca y ways to tncrease 1he 
chances of wlnn Ing contests. 

Tlp t: Always read 1he n�es. A 
101 or1M!Opl lnadvenently dlSQunl-
1.l'y themselves. 

Tip 2: Enter. cn1er. cnt r. The 
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PRIZED: carolyn Wilman, Ille Conies! Queen, oolds court on the set of Harry Potter. 

more you enter. 1he belier your 
ocl<ls- especially onllne. 

"I submit JCXJ.300entrlespet·day 
to win 5-16 prlzes every momh." 
says Wllman ... You can·1 win If you 
d01f1 emer!" 

All these prlzes arc nice. bm r 

prefer to try 1111• luck with two 
Qu lck Plcks and an Encore - a, 
l<!3St tultll rny An-lean !)lince comes 
through. 

- 711/en rons ThlKSdays In 24 hours. 
E•maN hf mat t/Jlen/11 t20y.>/HXJ.com 


